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Disclaimer: Stantec assumes no responsibility for data supplied in electronic format. The recipient
accepts full responsibility for verifying the accuracy and completeness of the data. The recipient
releases Stantec, its officers, employees, consultants and agents,  from any and all 
claims arising in any way from th e content or provision of the data.
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PFBC-DES-NDS-1 (5/2/03) 
COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA  
FISH AND BOAT COMMISSION 

NATURAL DIVERSITY SECTION 
SPECIES IMPACT REVIEW (SIR) REQUEST FORM 

A. This form provides the site information necessary to perform a computer database search for species of special concern listed 
under the Endangered Species Act of 1973, the Wild Resource Conservation Act, the Pennsylvania Fish and Boat Code or the 
Wildlife Code. 

B. Use only one form for each proposed project or location.  Complete the information below and mail form to: 

Natural Diversity Section 
Division of Environmental Services 

PA Fish and Boat Commission 
450 Robinson Lane 

Bellefonte, PA 16823 
Fax:  (814) 359-5175 

C. This form, a cover letter including a project narrative, and accompanying maps should be sent to the above address for 
environmental reviews that only concern reptiles, amphibians, fishes and aquatic invertebrates.  Reviews for other natural 
resources must be submitted to other appropriate agencies. 

D. The absence of recorded information from our databases and files does not necessarily imply actual conditions on site. Future 
field investigations could alter this determination. The information contained in our files is routinely updated. A review is valid 
for one year. 

E. Please send us only one (1) copy of your request – either by fax or by mail – not both.  Mail is preferred to improve legibility 
of maps.  Facsimile submission will not improve our response turn-around time. 

F. Allow 30 days for completion of the review from the date of PFBC receipt.  Large projects and workload may extend this 
review timeframe.   

G. In any future correspondence with us following your receipt of the SIR response, please refer to the assigned SIR number 
at the top left of our cover letter.   

H. FORMS THAT ARE NOT COMPLETED IN FULL WILL NOT BE REVIEWED. 

PLEASE PRINT OR TYPE:              If available, provide the potential conflict PNDI Search Number:_______________  
PFBC response should be sent to: 
Company/Agency:_______________________________________________ Form Preparer:____________________________ 
Address:_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________ Phone (8:00 AM to 4:00 PM):________________________ 
Project Description:______________________________________________________________________________________  
______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Indicate if the project is:  Transportation �       or  Non-transportation �   (check one)   
Will the proposed project encroach directly or indirectly (e.g., runoff) upon wetlands or waterways?  Circle one for each: 
Wetlands:   Yes No Unknown    Waterways:   Yes No Unknown 
County:_____________________________________ Township/Municipality:_______________________________________ 
Name of the United States Geological Survey (U.S.G.S.) 7.5 Minute Quadrangle Map where project is located: 
________________________________________________________________  Project size (in acres):___________________ 
Attach an 8.5" by 11" photocopy (DO NOT REDUCE) of the section of the U.S.G.S. Quadrangle Map which identifies the project 
location.  On this map, indicate the location of the project center (if linear, depict both ends) and outline the approximate boundaries of 
the project area.     
Specify latitude/longitude of the project center.   Latitude: _______° /______’/______” N 
Indicate latitude/longitude in degrees-minutes-seconds format only. Longitude: _______° /______’/______” W 

Three steps are needed to convert from decimal degrees to degrees-minutes-seconds: (1) Degrees will be the whole number. (2) 
To get minutes, multiply the decimal degree portion by 60. (3) Multiply the decimal minute portion by 60 to get seconds.  
Example:  (Latitude) 40.93748 = 40°; 0.93748 x 60 = 56.2488’= 56’; 0.2488 x 60 = 14.928 = 15” = 40°56’15” N 
  (Longitude) 75.94740 = 75°; 0.94740 x 60 = 56.844’ = 56’; 0.844 x 60 = 50.64 = 51” = 75°56’51” W

FOR PFBC USE ONLY 
SIR# Quad Name Data Source Search Result-Potential Species Conflict Action 
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June 30, 2017  PNDI Number: 633107 
       

Avani Patel      

Stantec Consulting         
1060 Andrew Drive, Suite 140            

West Chester, PA 19380 
Email: avani.patel@stantec.com (hard copy will not follow)         

 

Re: MHIC 

Marcus Hook and Lower Chichester Township, Delaware County, PA 

 

 

Dear Avani, 

 

Thank you for the submission of the Pennsylvania Natural Diversity Inventory (PNDI) Environmental Review 

Receipt Number 633107 for review. PA Department of Conservation and Natural Resources screened this project 

for potential impacts to species and resources under DCNR’s responsibility, which includes plants, terrestrial 

invertebrates, natural communities, and geologic features only.    

 

No Impact Anticipated 

 

PNDI records indicate species or resources under DCNR’s jurisdiction are located in the vicinity of the project. 

However, based on the information you submitted concerning the nature of the project, the immediate location, and 

our detailed resource information, DCNR has determined that no impact is likely. No further coordination with our 

agency is needed for this project. 

 

This response represents the most up-to-date review of the PNDI data files and is valid for two (2) years only. If 

project plans change or more information on listed or proposed species becomes available, our determination may 

be reconsidered. Should the proposed work continue beyond the period covered by this letter, please resubmit the 

project to this agency as an “Update” (including an updated PNDI receipt, project narrative and accurate map). As a 

reminder, this finding applies to potential impacts under DCNR’s jurisdiction only. Visit the PNHP website for 

directions on contacting the Commonwealth’s other resource agencies for environmental review.  
 

Should you have any questions or concerns, please contact Jason Ryndock, Ecological Information 

Specialist, by phone (717-705-2822) or via email (c-jryndock@pa.gov). 
 

 

Sincerely 

 
Greg Podniesinski, Section Chief 

Natural Heritage Section  
 

 



  Division of Environmental Services
      Natural Diversity Section

595 E Rolling Ridge Dr.
Bellefonte, PA 16823

                                                                                                                814-359-5237

July 11, 2017
IN REPLY REFER TO
SIR# 48051

Stantec Consulting
Avani Patel
1060 Andrew Drive
West Chester, Pennsylvania 19380

RE: Species Impact Review (SIR) – Rare, Candidate, Threatened and Endangered Species
PNDI Search No. 633107_1
MHIC
DELAWARE County: Lower Chichester Township, Marcus Hook Borough

Dear Avani Patel:

This responds to your inquiry about a Pennsylvania Natural Diversity Inventory (PNDI) Internet 
Database search “potential conflict” or a threatened and endangered species impact review.  These 
projects are screened for potential conflicts with rare, candidate, threatened or endangered species under 
Pennsylvania Fish & Boat Commission jurisdiction (fish, reptiles, amphibians, aquatic invertebrates only) 
using the Pennsylvania Natural Diversity Inventory (PNDI) database and our own files.  These species of 
special concern are listed under the Endangered Species Act of 1973, the Wild Resource Conservation 
Act, and the Pennsylvania Fish & Boat Code (Chapter 75), or the Wildlife Code.

Rare or protected fish species are known from the vicinity of the project site. We are concerned 
about direct and indirect (i.e., runoff) effects that the proposed project may have on the species of 
concern. Juvenile and adult fish are extremely vulnerable to physical (i.e., siltation, dredging, trenching, 
rip-rap, hydrologic alterations) and chemical (i.e., pH, temperature, dissolved oxygen, organic 
contaminants, heavy metals) changes to their aquatic environment. Measures to prevent the release of 
sediment and harmful chemicals into waterways should be implemented. I recommend that you avoid any 
instream disturbance or water quality degradation during and after the project installation. Therefore, we 
recommend construction techniques that avoid instream work, sediment release, and changes to water 
quality and that fuel storage tanks for equipment re-fueling be located at least 100 feet away from 
waterways. Storm sewers and retention basins should be designed so as to minimize/remove all silt from 
the water before it is released into the stream. Strict erosion and sedimentation control measures, as well 
as best management practices should be employed.
            
            Provided that these recommendations are followed, instream work is avoided, strict E&S control 
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measures are maintained, and best management practices are employed, we do not foresee any significant 
adverse impacts from the proposed activity to the fish species of special concern.

This response represents the most up-to-date summary of the PNDI data and our files and is valid 
for two (2) years from the date of this letter.  An absence of recorded species information does not 
necessarily imply species absence.  Our data files and the PNDI system are continuously being updated 
with species occurrence information.  Should project plans change or additional information on listed or 
proposed species become available, this determination may be reconsidered, and consultation shall be re-
initiated.

If you have any questions regarding this review, please contact Kathy Gipe at 814-359-5186 
and refer to the SIR # 48051.  Thank you for your cooperation and attention to this important matter of 
species conservation and habitat protection.

Sincerely,

Christopher A. Urban, Chief
Natural Diversity Section

CAU/KDG/dn



  Division of Environmental Services
Natural Diversity Section

595 E Rolling Ridge Dr.
Bellefonte, PA 16823

814-359-5237

November 9, 2017
IN REPLY REFER TO
SIR# 48051

Stantec Consulting
Avani Patel
1060 Andrew Drive
West Chester, Pennsylvania 19380

RE: Species Impact Review (SIR) – Rare, Candidate, Threatened and Endangered Species
PNDI Search No. 633107_1
MHIC
DELAWARE County: Lower Chichester Township, Marcus Hook Borough

Dear Avani Patel:

This responds to your inquiry about a Pennsylvania Natural Diversity Inventory (PNDI) Internet 
Database search “potential conflict” or a threatened and endangered species impact review.  These 
projects are screened for potential conflicts with rare, candidate, threatened or endangered species under 
Pennsylvania Fish & Boat Commission jurisdiction (fish, reptiles, amphibians, aquatic invertebrates only) 
using the Pennsylvania Natural Diversity Inventory (PNDI) database and our own files.  These species of 
special concern are listed under the Endangered Species Act of 1973, the Wild Resource Conservation 
Act, and the Pennsylvania Fish & Boat Code (Chapter 75), or the Wildlife Code.

Based on records maintained in the Pennsylvania Natural Diversity Inventory (PNDI) database 
and our own files, the following rare or protected species are known from the vicinity of the project site:

 Common Name (Scientific Name, PA Status) 
 Shortnose Sturgeon (Acipenser brevirostrum, Endangered)
Atlantic Sturgeon (Acipenser oxyrinchus, Endangered_

 Eastern Redbelly Turtle (Pseudemys rubriventris, Threatened)

        We are concerned about direct and indirect (i.e., runoff) effects that the proposed project may have 
on the species of concern. Juvenile and adult fish are extremely vulnerable to physical (i.e., siltation, 
dredging, trenching, rip-rap, hydrologic alterations) and chemical (i.e., pH, temperature, dissolved 
oxygen, organic contaminants, heavy metals) changes to their aquatic environment. Measures to prevent 
the release of sediment and harmful chemicals into waterways should be implemented. I recommend that 
you minimize any instream disturbance or water quality degradation during and after the project 
installation. 
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Strict erosion and sedimentation control measures, as well as best management practices should 
be employed.
            
            Provided that these recommendations are followed, instream work is avoided, strict E&S control 
measures are maintained, and best management practices are employed, we do not foresee any significant 
adverse impacts from the proposed activity to the species of special concern.

This response represents the most up-to-date summary of the PNDI data and our files and is valid 
for two (2) years from the date of this letter.  An absence of recorded species information does not 
necessarily imply species absence.  Our data files and the PNDI system are continuously being updated 
with species occurrence information.  Should project plans change or additional information on listed or 
proposed species become available, this determination may be reconsidered, and consultation shall be re-
initiated.

If you have any questions regarding this review, please contact Kathy Gipe at 814-359-5186 
and refer to the SIR # 48051.  Thank you for your cooperation and attention to this important matter of 
species conservation and habitat protection.

Sincerely,

Christopher A. Urban, Chief
Natural Diversity Section

CAU/KDG/dn
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8/16/2016 SWI Code Interpreter

https://fwsmapservices.wim.usgs.gov/decoders/swi.aspx 1/1

Enter Classification code:   (Example: L1UB1Hx)

Optional: For geographically specific information*, please enter a State code:   (Example: TX for Texas)

CLICK HERE TO DECODE

Description for code PUBHx:

P System PALUSTRINE: The Palustrine System includes all nontidal wetlands dominated by trees, shrubs,
persistent emergents, emergent mosses or lichens, and all such wetlands that occur in tidal areas where
salinity due to oceanderived salts is below 0.5 ppt. It also includes wetlands lacking such vegetation, but
with all of the following four characteristics: (1) area less than 8 ha (20 acres); (2) active waveformed or
bedrock shoreline features lacking; (3) water depth in the deepest part of basin less than 2.5 m (8.2 ft) at
low water; and (4) salinity due to oceanderived salts less than 0.5 ppt.

UB Class UNCONSOLIDATED BOTTOM: Includes all wetlands and deepwater habitats with at least 25%
cover of particles smaller than stones (less than 67 cm), and a vegetative cover less than 30%.

H Water Regime Permanently Flooded: Water covers the substrate throughout the year in all years.

Other Modifier(s):

x SPECIAL MODIFIER Excavated: This Modifier is used to identify wetland
basins or channels that were excavated by humans.

Observed PA Plant Specie(s) within the specified Attribute: 

Scientific Name Common Name Indicator Reference Info.
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